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page 1 

editorial 

In the computer world, it's not 

what you know or who you 
know, it's whether you're ever 
gonna know: to become part of 
the culture, the 'club'. There is 
so much to know, you could go 
on 'knowing' for ever. Then 

when you feel you know- 
enough to get involved, you're 
probably too late. 



"\T7hat rubbish! Not enough knowledge 

IV could get you tin: ma. But it's not the 
amount of knowledge ynu can know, it's 
whether there's enough time in the universe Id 
leam c.eryiiimL; von warn 1:1. I know when I got 
n-.v iiisr compu:cy' i.-iinclair') ZX Spermim, 
cuVj l'#i2} I was jjoins: !r- lean: BASIC, ZMO 
madiine cude and any-.hing else that was left 
after that: I wa.s proim; tn wrile pfnief-Kinal soft- 
a; : .;e, :iicke:-l:e. ji.ii'iii.s J aA'-ays i.clicvec 
thai to be a cotittiiil!! linn :n renin) .-.mi make 
loads of money and Income tanuus. Weil I did 
manage to ma-ster RAS'v . I agonal jiy •vd.. an. I . 
eotJd spell '■Vein: ml a tor' :nn dial was as far as 
][ went. 1 a hva;.s considered myself to lie sol Da- 
rt (a phrase ;>ie:-cd lit' 
'til all the 



from 



' Not strittfy ac 



.oadyj.y. 



After three months and 

HyrcBacL it nevc-r ceses .< 
d-.eisuy nr bviwlrdrrc. 

fiance at die linen pages ( 



txsmsss 



i'::t iim ;nr when I; t ■:- in r.na Id. I . 

il:spo.'i'i ■:■■ in' iirsi ni. : ..ii::ie in die mid 
(at the a a. a e( I", the desire for money - 



aniiC ulna- 



ion the! 



d With a 



fictitious girl that 
didn't realh/eitisr unywaci. 1 lus .vi-. Idiil; be- 
fore ! hat! given lira 'stood ae.il lairhlu!' a 
chance to do anything other than whisk me 
awav r..i smrie i.inUsc find of my ow:- dcvisim;; 
e.crvrhin; 1 rf.j: happened id lh.: I'A'A'. com- 
puter industry after that tune, tlie products, 
the software, the abilities- nf programmers, is 
an 'all new' experience to me. Often it's well 
beyond I'le. Had vou mentioncii AEJE'S or 
SHADOW RAM to me two months ago ] 
would have though: you were taJkins! almut ,: 



the right way. Bcli. 
ii]i fur all that lost; 
ally does help. It r 



ire I'm holding them u 
: me I am nymv to mal 
e: gcrcing your letters r< 
been esdtmg for me t 
it's •neV in such a shnr 
y knowledge of the BBi 
i and bounds. (Conr.) 



a ZX&I (vitb lKCbtss) in 1981 with alAKBAMPACK 
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n function (part 2) ... 



- CONTINUED FROM PAGE I 

1 still have a long way to go down RFFB I ant 

and along the way I'll meet manv|i!-n:>'i- who've 
.?' ^opjvd <i,- .1 LijiMl.icr orliiivL ev L :i tiiktci lodg- 
ings Nidclimtdi braiiii- -hiy've metahill that 
fj, Ifmfcsa lilllr rod sleep 10 climb. I'itImjk I'll even 

computer biowletlge. Well, maybe 111 never 

getthere.buthey, vr'hni liuiim'ig: 

LET'S GET TECHNICAL 






it yotfr 



V:,IL1 SVSIr.JU .alii .si.tru:re lOI'l'X v..ni'iv.'-.' 
'Well, I guess 10 year- is enough rime 10 iron 
' -.jt ihi wriikl.-.-. I I. ..vi .lt if v.iU have |.'.:il a 
- query perhaps other readers can provide the 
suiutj: ;n. Alternatively, if voul 



■ijljj:Ijmjm;h».ijjw 

It's official! As of this issue, ByteBacfc has 

tomans in foreign lands! Vtually ihi- i'liil 
storv is like rhis. I it<t.\v a li'trer iron Mil 
Ai'fin I. ser rridi-r ;n Uuiiriark. rei:ues!i:i,.T 
luitlier .nt urination regarding this niag:- 
rint. So, with all hiisic, [ riackas:.' m: astit 
one and ship it out, AIRMAIL...! For those 
ol mil in>kiik-.l, now wn-.ild be a good time 
:o laku mi that seoni.: l.nii:iae.T m:ii Jwavs 
ihonghl wniild lie nstf-.il. Pi-riiaps we'll sec 
future isslies or llitdiaek zapping through 
'tin- Channel Tirimi:!'. H'.it.h rh:, -pace 1"fi- 



:.l liL.ond die 'Iron Curtain'... 



,. find U*lll| IV, 






I]'.:l!:lc:.lH"ulnreiisueuHili. iHillhcinH-.idniM 
a fcamrc on lyh-aji; |iirii.is. If von hnve a 
priori |- ana.li.-.i ■..: v.iur HitI:. ...ml. I <'iu win: 

latcalfiibrr - ■ ■-. |:::e.^ul vi'in-Mir-t 



::■ in.fii.k- -^ i 






Thii 



; Vintage BBC... 



news 





E WS 


it 

w 
s 





The time: January 1987, 
the place: Acorn User 

SUPERIOR PUTS GAMES ONTO 
_ 'CREDIT CARDS' 

r-r^u- |],. S i soflw-.ire rill ] , evo]mid"..iry 'tree 

. Corupiiu-i I'r.nli:,;:. in. lilies onto Astro 

^ Cards. Thcsd remarkable ((evicts art riie siz 

;ifii_I -h:^"- o: ore- di i cards bin havi iin\ K.-U 

, or I'.RROM chips scjltd inside tilt-::'., ail 



note) 






. RAM-Kiudi-dicatedpr 

'- card adaptor rn allow csis-.in.ii WHOM pro- 
grammers to blow F.i'ltO.M Asrron cards r 
avaitablr- for £13. U 5. S(ifrware companies an 
eaircr t'l produce .V iron card software 
Superior has arranged for Cumana to pro- 

3 ■*»»«* 



llent speech synth 


wiser 


Spet,V Km.; 


s include me gaga 












k cards' acceptance 












■ommjttinjr thtmsel 




ii.n.-.k. : l.n 


aent people use the 


cards we'll bestickin 



» security and tanking identity cards but are 

~ now found on computer games consoles. 
.- Cards- with f J]la ,.-iri c s of0.5.\lb areav.iilai.K-. 
-CUMANA has srarted ro manufacture the 

a, tiie I1BC micro. Many games houses are inler- 

; esled, hm Citmana ices the future of the cards 

. with serious 1U1C ii-.iirn users and program- 

. mere. Cumani's iirer interface is a sideways 

, ROM module, which firs a ROM so ' 

ciialii'-s suit.ddv [ir'inr.iinttied Aslron 

be used as sideways ROMs Ir cists E>4.'>5 and 

comes vvitsi Superior Sifliv.a-r.-s Sl'ir Smki->- 

j game on a card. A siJoim. canriike for di 

" Master is also available for £44.05 with 

choice of ROM softw.irv 1 10,11 Advanced 

Compiler Products. Irs Disc Toolkit. 1770 

Dl'-S.illdDis. Iimstic-iio-aivavailablrinthis 

format. All cost the same as the ROM versions. 

SOFTWARE to use the card system like a 

disc drive is to be launched wi ' 



Su;:™v's Steve Rotterill. 
nience make it a very ex 

BOTH SIZES IN DUAL DRIVE 



. ■::.■. :",:!!■! ^11 
1 ilmriiin. 1:0 



v.ilid: isi:ivsu-.| t: :'. :v_.-\ ' : 
i^ .lis-' :. pa.lajii: on I. >--.... ',! 
a run.:. I 1 disposable shii 1-1. 



the postbag 

your letters 



There once -was a computer 

user -who sat on a rock. Then 

he started a BBC Micro users 

* magazine and got loads of 

letters from many keen users, 

« So be decided to publish tome 

of them . . . 



-<onk- to !,csrin uiih: I'm emharrasst-d now) oi- 
ls Bccb tor darn years and would enjoy rnri- 
-ilril.airiii!: : o/rea d i 1 1 £ JO Hit tiling of this form. 
jA-Bennett, Portsmouth 



is r hii qiiaiiiv u! 
ii!;a/.inc for thar 
s mini; to think 



'letters' pupts '--ere also int('ivs:ini< to 
jjrii I wa; : Llii!;:: surpr::;ei: 10 ste mirir it 
Id (fame :h last). Y'our '.Me & my Mit-n 

Other subscribers could include a passa 



E. Cliyson, Salisbury, VViltshi. 



club. I think i'l 
bet of a group 



helpful. When we resui 

art interested. The o 

"Opportunities in Rem 
again, thanks for the tn: 
W. Duff, Ayrshire 

gts. Thank you for s- 



i -.■!■ si- :-::i, ig Ihe. copv ot the 
of BytcBaek, which will 1 

my BBC IS issue '.-' machir.p |ust over two 
years apo a lie I I had .itiid.illy retired. During 
the past mo vcai- I have installed an Aries 15- 
11 SLidow Rain board, as mosrof the use to 
which 1 put th<: 'B' is r.n Spreadsheet and 
VV.ud [Wessin(!. 1 have just recently in- 
board to compliment the 



1-32 ai 






i Inter She::: 



int. of the largest of m 

applications !■■ in r.]\ilvsis of income & 
Ksnerubmc, Bank Rf.nmciliarimK (J Bank 
A/O. Journal i\:nries a:ui I'iii.i: .\eeounr^ 
with three Appendices, all linked by re 11 rff- 
tirri'K, lean ns n:e will' "1% free memory", 
which I ihoughi was fairly good tor a ma- 
c: : uc that is supposed to be 'Dead'. Whereas 
I formerly used C 



Cei.:i:>ut:;isr 



more of oai u 

your letters 

"- .Spreadsheet MkV, the Intcr-Shcct Rom ; often encountered, I find I ha 

■ with the Shadow Rani lined snves consi,:::r- 3 quirt listed micro *hich satisfies n 
m b ] v moie scop:. .Mv "idv anii-:sir ol Inter- rnv needs, -S«_i Paul. I am a A>oieiui:i]]v w 
Sheet is that there is no Ztro-ing tomn ' 






-* than having to preview 
*■»- not a lot ot support fo 



-thin™, sr. ai-.vihiiii: n- J" 
.>. ihcS-liits.c-ie hasten 
^ J .Hay. Galashiels 



- lets vivn 
- user. So 



learn. TU BALi now of- 
ling for the BBC micro 
as nipping through this 



re you that there still are som 

imeresiec parties somewhere nut there! A 

of [Ins Vf.'.r ] herajue a !m c paid-up rfiTi-i-i' 

..-Although during t!:e lire-, ions fn-.n-ecii icar 



and am very keen to learn more aboul 
used -o uc.i bihng.iol secretary ami am s: 
up lor a printer as I would like lo trv mv 
at Word Processing - so far I haven't 
any! I would very much like to see rea 
about prinrers (reasonable), which are i 
patihle with the BBC B. Also, it woul 
nice to see adverts for printers, tduca 
al/games discs on their own without I 
part ul a complete computer package. 



ig for the 



.;.>■ iVliaia great ides 

just became ir'c fashion;! hie, because i[ actu- 
ally works. I an; wri tins' this on my Wit 15 1 . 
iisini; Inter-Wurdanda piui n'.<l I'.psnn i.XSCl, 
so you cw see vhar 1 really woti." '0 a has c 
'evel. i renularlc •!•;;;: in::, and ideas '.ith ui' 
hrorher-in-law who, wilh (he collusion ofthe 
gnve.ljuiiciu r>l ?ln-. day, is prescnily rcsiing 
from toil and has spare nine tc- jilav nitii his 
BBC micro. I'll be very interested i- eich.u.j 



ing ideas and hints or pro grains via 
publication as yours. 1 hope yon get th 
spouse necessary to start up - good luck! 
P.Wren, Hucknall, Nottingham 

TiJdf'j it for Leiters tbis month. If you 
something tu mitt, plena mill yuitr tetter I 
address given on the Noticeboard, page 14- 






that's all very well, n - . . i> 

but what does it do? 



Well, what does your BBC do 


failed Mao I] Points: this dun.- manually and 
the entering of points on a re concilia! ion 


for you? Frank Jones has 


sheet can take over an hour. It is a task that 
lends itself to a computet. In the yean 1 have 
mcrtiiir.c.l. anyone in die wo;ld ol ISridcc 


found a use for it... 




who con. d orouram was mi rule' .1 scoring pro- 




gram and die task that took over an hnur was 


(~\n worthy edit™ wonders what use we 
Wput our computer to. Well mine docs 
-(get involved witf, Word Processing and 






programs and lor ordnarv Club nights loot 


when I bought my latest P.RC. it's previous 


die -coreshccK home and the results were 




jvaii.di:.- lor lhe nr.i meeting, for -cadv hi;; 


iraniser aconites money! .12 in all! Most seem 


Club nights, the BBC, monitoi, Disc Drive 


me do with the Disc Operates system, 


ami Printer were loaded in the car and taken 


Sideways kam and Word processing. Of the 


to the Club. Where, at the end of the event. 




ferhr.g iike die laud oi Creation. :he nrunram 


| WordWise Plus and WordWise Plusless, 


was set running, the data fed ill mid 1 could 


|-*icw, Inter-Word 
Edword 


lean back and sec the printer ptoduee the re- 

suhs she.ei, siiioiiug winners etc. much to the 


j^he last being a product of some Welsh 


awe of the on looters. Kegrcifuilv. those thus 


i UmverMrv. cir'ca l'J82. Mainly I use View 2.1 


have gone. Karl] Club now -corns to have its 


ami WotdWise when writing to Solinet. 


own P.C. printer etc and the Final Results are 




produced within a quarter ol" an hour en. hug. 


BBC Issue 7, Watford 14 ROM board. 




Opus/Stagger 40/80 Disc Drive, 


On the nights 1 am Tournament Director 


Microvitec 452, Acorn Data Recorder, 


he ISossj, resignedly the Club knows 1 am 


Epson LX 80 Printer. 






chums out die results and 1 feci quiic proud 




that an S bit machine can hold It's own with an 


erary gems, around 1W7/TO, ] d<, (eel 1 did 


IBM, a Victor, a .Sinus and two Amstrads 


roimibutc in mi predominant linljhy which 


owned hv the various Clubs 1 attend. I have 


is ;iliiyi:i:i Duplicate l!n dgc. 1 ov4 nigh IS per 


used View-Sheet for Club records where I feed 


west! DiiplicLie Bridge has one thing in 


lhe n biweetly r.-siihs. the ouicome sbiiwinir 




Pair's .wfage pet.-e-t over a season. 1 onlv do 


and there are quite a few computer types 


den lor one Qui. now; the higgesi. over 4(1(1 


names, where lhe Spreadsheet over the Winter 


playing Bridge! 








A session ol Duplicate Bridge produces at 


500k. For this 1 use my P.C. I did use a database 


early on but the Secretaries of the various 






that! Despite the fair thai [lie sroivihees con- 








fer Duplicate, these are converted to what is 


(Continued on pagt 7) 



public domain & as res I .» £\ 

shareware i 



1 didn 't have any PD 

software to review this month, 

so here's a profile of a PD 

sonar instead... 


management came a change ot arrnnde. "1 aaei 
ohanu'e.: die v,.c- the I'D nil- ware oool coenlc 
iii an attempt to teen people using riieir l>l!( ,. 
l'ri'\atilL^lv llie I'll -ill 'ware was un : available 

one." Chris does add. however, that, "Charge 
are, I think, the cheapest around, especially if you 


/"*hris Richardson, the man presently be- 
Vjbind "S-Bit Software", runs his organi- 
sation from a spare room at his home in 
Hull, having taken over from its previous 

year, A Leading Aitil'.ilumi 1 i'arame.ik- bv 
mn:^ : jnd workim; it Preston Ambulance sra- 
tiim during rhr day. hi .-Irjns the proverbial 

answanni- a stack 1)1 people's :x;n and sending 
oui di.s.s in :ripi.;ns ..-.Li.nriis. Smile where n- 
hct^ccn tnese rad,s..:e h;°s:!i,n :o put together 
a disc- based inaga/.uic tor ail of 8ES' members, 
a prm lh.Li.-r o;"his nwn dr-si^i. "1 urn ^Dir [iriiuil 
of die magayine. I developed the software my- 
sell ir: 1'ri-iiHi.Li-i. 1 ;i leleiev. Ln.-g.y/mr wv.:\ a scroll 
up and down acdon. The teletext edidng soft- 
ware ri:a: 1 use 1 also in the PD pool." 
Up until a couple of inomhs ago, lbc Piuilir 
Domain soirw.i;-c thar rrb> provide was onh 




1 h? rh;i:;. "1 soiiw:i:c^aila!,lc is hiiL'c. irrnrr ; 
[■leci^in :il over 1 a'O discs. i-.cn one packed r: 
-apacity with a i-anerv or what's on utter. A ear 
loLnir- is available to aiLMinc ■... :Li j^rt ui send a 
SAJ-:i:A>is!iii;croiL!.hI.'l:iehrdea Win or -.-In 
lise tnr me Sli^ cata o 1; uiv\i!ii|dr'r.'inlo d=c 
ndanoretoihateriect.Ga 




• Take note... 

-I'll library twists if / 54- ,!«,:.. S,,ik:at,.- of 

::t>-; ,i>,;i?-i:r,;. r, .'"^ :!.■ :/;.' b.r,;,T>%»e. 
■r.«r »fPI>d:.us ,l,e XI rail -' IV? ifyuli sap 
pi. .. :;nna:;.,i d,se and renirn portage. 
•DI'S/ADFi D:sc based ma,^-Jn>- mild, up 
'■>!'<•■■< r,r-.ur ,,■/,!., ":,/.■■ ui'wawt by >,tem- 
beriiP.i'J user,. WernnoiiK is p-ee.lut send 
Hip !,, !„-lT ,»r< ,,l :Mb „y,„: „,„! .apply S.-IF. 
and fwiatwd Vrm or J : l>in disc. 
(.'./ !t;:h,inl».m, MS, 1 Lambert Park 
Road, Sheriff' H^hvuy, Hedon, Hall 
HU12SHF -Tell bim Isent yon' 








BUT WHAT DOES IT DO! 

(Continued from page 6) 

When I think of all the Bridge Clul* i have 
played ;.i whilst on holiday, YES. my Wife 

seen more 'Master' computers- man IfBC, 
probably because 1986 saw the end of the 
Reel) and as Clubs were beginning to pur- 
chase eoii:pii!ers, the .Master was coming in. 
This ail u.irdit sound very boring to non 
bridge playing rcaiicrs but to the Bridge 
world, short o: lilt -jcrieci i'lddrit! -,,sii-iii 




vhkii has nor been irvenlei! yet, sci-nni: .:\ 
Qinpi.'.er:, was a r.'i-l i rum heaven arid ■.oneai 
est assured that the lice 1 : shared i:r the glory 
Vow. I am betTiinntTo linnk of '"»■ id linl 

ind hand ii'hfn :r was hough t 7y. yens atD, 1 

.Sh,:u]d:;,:.;iuic.i.ir«ostin g ! Three old age 
ensioners together! 

j-'. ,,// :■:..■> T..r// reading about someone e&e'j BBC 
l\'.y ,ii;,:i '■■yavs? What does il do? OH 



an introduction to 

INTER-BASE 



What is INTER-BASE? 
This issue in part one of an 

introduction, Martin 

Pickering explains in detail 

•what it's all about 



TTTith WordWisc Plus and Inrer-Wmd 
VV K-llii.fr titttally tern. of thousands of 
copies, n '.cas in? use's ma: ousriil ennlimial- 
ly 'or a cini'p.iiili':' :i.ii A .isc pvoii"an]. V\i:hi-i 

see:, lor a good .];i-;iIj:isl- vihich winilil mem :i 

me products. Database programs alrcadv n:i 
the marke; were mitten mainly in BASIC 
and, while they perrormed simple card index 
adequately, they did link ' 



wilm i- creating u. The success ac.d llrv. 
ol WniJUi-r Pf.:s mdic.-.icd [he csefunic- 
an ir.tci:r.il programmm;' L-.m'.uJiii:. This 
6 elk- 1 ■-HIJI LL-sst.r:ls k'.uc.ci; from :r.-;;;i: 
daraiiasc proi'Tams '.ucf as Dlias::. pn.nTC. 
way forward for Inter-Base. 



AspartofrheROM-LINKl 
fur the BBC Micro, Isiiirr-liisi- could provide 
rhu prop-ammatnlirv to combine rile acnons (if 
the Inter -Word word processor, Inrer-Sherr 
spreadsheet and Ir-'ci-Cliavi ciapl: oliiiilni; 
pi'iL"am. I: .'.as cnvis.ii.red rha: aemirics sneh 

slock control would caulk i'c achieved. In ict- 



Mirro. Like Inrer-Word, it so, 
larfrc. hirer-Word was introduc 
dally (icsir.i.ned chip carrier to 



! ma, pe- 
iluw a >2k 



« had K 



chip carrier used a PT.A (Piogramnaldc 
Lucie Vrav dcv:cc) ( ri hiq bcrn'cci: dank. 
of lot in the Eprom. Inter-Base grew and 

Irtt: v, 



lanrcsr msehinc code program to be pro- 
duced :"oi rbe UBC Micro. Ins ii.irdiy surpris- 
ing then chat it was released sonic two vein-, 
knar ih.in ihc oriymii, planned ilarc. Not all 
of the 64k Eprom chip is occupied u-irh :he 
hirer -Hist prcurainmini: '.mguac;,.. W'lici; 



r-Basc, a prc-priver.m.nicd card 



onaJity without the nee. 



ming. This ca . 

IruiT-li.isc f.roeTaj 






icilld'i 1 



id the 



ill; 

id inside thi 
chip. This way you don't have to lo 

program from .lis;- each rime you swi 

ami ir leaves more of rbe ,:ompiiie:'s ('iiniiti'J) 
main memory free for data. 

Inrtr-liase mecrs virtually all of the criteria 
which the program umii! :cairi intended for ir. 
il offers in tegm 1:111: wish tie hirer- Word, 



A quick look at a few classic 



games 



/ have picked a fen: of my 

favourite games to shed some 

light onto this month 



'. JXinto one or wo snnucs iW decided t.i 

: oick -,\ number [it me tavouritcs and jI'l 1 a 

i brief overview. If you've L'ot a favourm: 

gillie. why no; ;ei!ii :ni review? 

Cbucbie Egg (AnF) - An aiisi^utc Classic in 

, my brinks. Ilisu-ally a ',ici type nfpmc 

where you runup and imwm ladders, i "I !•■::- 

i n l. 1 . ciijrs and a'oidire- "striclies. ^IJ-i ^lv^-, 

ih.ir l.isr ger hanlar ills! aaider. h's e.isy in 

Iiiul yri-.irself p'iiiing du- -or more ih.in an 

thatisT) ' 

Antuliurts (Acont«if1) - b,*sed mi the aroide 
game, (inlaxiaris, 'Inch »|. Iwicall;, tlic Inst 
evolution of the orij'iva:. Space Invaders, 
you shool at a whole sMok i:i de^ce riding 
aliens. Not ii}uJn rhev line up very helpful- 

. ly in neat rows, but a few of them break off 
from I'm- pack and Lome swoop. lit ,u":-.n> 
your path as you tre verv hard to avoid fie 

, rlow i'i Limbs :h-.v .iiop. A very close copy 

j very playable. 



Tie may of lie Exploding Kit (Melbourne 
House) - An early, kirk em :ip, karair irair. . 
Armed with nothing more than a pair of 
loose lir;;n,v oy;.ai::as and an .irsenal ol' larei 



vcrsan -ir knock stofiii:;: out of your best 

Iv spent two hours widi a couple o: Irieiios, 
Rubble Trouble (Program Power) - If yon 

freeze surrounded by ice blocks, with snow- 
line after vim (blnhbv things, bent on de- 
STuaioii). Von can p;ish ihe stiowbloc^ 
around and if a snowhee is behind one, they 

iret squashed, line's basioill', tliL- jo'incpiae. 



frnstrann;; whe:: yoi; push a rock and i 
I'oiinois i:uk in vi'.i ■"..re oelorr. voi- liau 

•V- < .!k..::i -:</(■ .'..■ ;><; ,nr: . ■;/'.' 'i'.e L ov..i ■/,ij/!::.' 



n:ori,:;ia-.K.-r: 
;c the simple ca 



stolihcuser, iillnui-lla.r 
J indev program as Inter- 
urther- For those willing m 
nt '.■tior: n.:o p7-:m-a:i:i:Linii. c-pe, 1.1 Iv those 



li. Inn:. I 



i.'.r.u an-.ad eao' i:\lev ^si.-.n lUiuh, ha. :111s. 
spare .01 is '.rallies u'ilhin die ihip, L.scs < 
some of the facilities supported by lltPl .. 



BBC Micros in schools 

survey 



In May this year, I sent a 


12-I6yrs 

Main uses include :- 


2 


12.5% 


questionnaire to 93 schools to 






find out how the BBC Micro 


Word processing 


9 


18% 


fared alongside other computers 


English 
Mathematics 


7 


16% 
14% 




Logo fTurtle graphics) 






T t might interest supporters of the humble 

1 [Slit: .Micru (and perhaps generate j cer- 


Sciences 






Computer Studies 




10% 




Geography 




0% 




fS \S:C. programming 






Acorn compilers ha-n'r Innclied rh.- IWIi 


Other educational software 1 


2% 




As.-cml.ly programming 




2% 


pi/pillar computer in mi- in schools - schools 


H.story 






around North London that is. 


Music 




2% 


My reasons for starring Bytcliack in 


When asked what they would like 




April/May of mi. year arc ;i hit vague and 


magazine for the BBC, 


iie.e «■: 


die cho- 




sen seliii'eis, in ordet of prefetenc 




do wirh providing information about the 


Help section 






BBC Mien, to schools who hud them and 


Tips/ ideas 






perhaps didn't use. (hem for iiujiyi more than 


Educational programs 






rinini i-ilt t.ir odd piece of educational soil 


User contact, 






wart. Of the 9J questionnaires thai I sent 


Readers letters 






oul.l rcctice,: 19 replies, nine .,1 * inch said 


Young kids section 








Software puzzles 






ing. Of the ten posili-c replies, llit following 


Hardware projects 






results were drawn; 


BASIC (beginners) 






BBCMicro 98 60% 


Revision/study notes 






A3000 42 25.7% 


BASIC (experienced) 






AWOO/MliMl 1 am. 


Programs for networks 






Nimbus PC 20+ 12.26% 


Assembly 






AppleMac 2* \2l%* 
The odd Atari, Commodore, PC clone... 


Classified Ads 






If thts survey had been 




on a na- 


Additional Ilardware:- 




paving : 
kely be . 


■ .,;,,»:») 


Mouse 4 


the figures would quite 


rvddler- 


Turde 4 


ent. A copy of HyteBack 




ifioeach 


Touch Tablet 1 


of the ten schools that p 


,;;n,r,l 1 ' 


kednaci 


Robot Arm 1 


andasof'o'rfiAugustlh 






i;i there voo have in 93 question 


-,.»,,-,, 19 


drees wiihafcwsidl using cassette. 


replies, 'I sav No, 10 sav Yes, no final feed- 


Ai^e [ji.nqis ihal use the computces;- 


back. If I had relied on the re 


v r---:. [- 


2-6yrs 5 31.25% 


schools, without a doub 


!!;.|.-|i.:( 




6-l2yrs . ,, 7 43.75% 


have got off the ground 





make life -with your Beeb easier. . . 

tips & shortcuts 



A n ™« d 
-TV-Link Bin", tf 



vailahi: ironi BBCP 

M!M t LJJJN.MIIJMTmg 



33B 

THF.N' 



■iN!i-nmi'.i.fwi 



will always remi 

. the <Caps Lock 

Function, which 



■ (note the empty quotes). This works well for 
programs :)t mil m:>rc than ldk in innirth, .is ir 
is simply ran,; in Vr:ie' into the' BASIC 
ROM, which it cannot Jo. However, all the 
iinrnia! tiro r-ch .-clone oi rhe tape .:?ia rakes 

■ place, accompanied by the usual "Starching" 
and "Loadi'ia," ]iiess:ie.cs. ft von lia^c lidovavs 
RAM. then you should operate the write-pro- 

| | •yt.hth 



the RAM. This ilso wotks with <lisc pt 

^M I i I II I 



using the sCopyi key. Il 



When you open files on a disc for inpu 



'clian' becomes 1}. and if you open another 
tilt without closing the first, it is alltn.-au.-il 
l':e r:c\t channel number, lei? .1). and su on. 
The numbers don't necessarily start at 1^ 
that's just an esample. On most DI-'Ks and 
AI.)1''S. an intcresuLiii dung happens i-hcn 
using OPF.MN or OPEN-UP, where the 
iilcn'ame should already siHsi on disc, hut 
cannot be found, e iilier because you have put 
the wrong disc in, or maybe because you 
have mistyped the filename. Ins.ie.ad. of caus- 
ing an error, as you might expect, it simply 

have a very iisrlul '.cat i.l [rapping the mis- 
take I'clure -t ;.ili:alh causes an error. 
Eg. villi could add something like: 



l'RJNT*,'!« ;KT#.'Rl"LT# mi this- 



"Channel", (F.RR*222). 



.' lex'. :"tiu:i !■:■ i ijIi: fal-d [1I.,i l 'IIi. Tl --ill 
■ :■.:!..,■ 1:11, ,1. ■!,■ ,v ;■,: I \-'l : 



if required. Y..11 can ".1111 any spaces, whir! 
are shown Only (tit dality. 



■''■""■'■*"'"" 



even though il 
room on it. T 



'""•"-•' f " ;1 - CT " TT ^^ 
mil with disc drivts will know thai 

> uwTSUl.D 

■;,.'" :*"= 

the D1-" 



^i,,^ 



<il ho" limn :hc iilc .'ii: be, (em]' vu:i vnow 

lms .il space 'il- ilu- ilz-.-.. 0:ie w..v round tliis 
problem is to 'BUILD the file on a spare 
<1k,- and then T.OPV it armis. A more con- 
yenient mcdiod is to save a dummy !BOOT 
file unto tin- disc first. 'ITic must cimvericnt 
and sale wjv nl ilnmy nis is I" use 'eiAVK 
[BOOT 1. This saves a dummy file of 
lentil 11111 bvif mini [he disc, so as to £i-[ [he 
filename "B* X)T" onto the catalog. Vila 
shorn,; then have 1,0 difficult, in 'MU.Dina 
your IBOOT file afterwards, in the normal 
way. Note that :iiis mcth"d -^ iil ii'ir co[:u|-i 
any files m me.nmrc, and -, can safeic be used 
from BASIC, View, Wordwise etc- This 

to use [he <-onm::mdV 'NI'IHU. nv 0[>K- 



■injj 5 n.mjtji?nBPnm 






e.Thisi 






only patdy e 
ii-cd on paac 2.! ol -he L'scr Guide I lie 
I swua. is "TV A,B . where A rirK/rmim 
n ["any lines u;i or down the displcy : 

f-ei- on in 1 nil- I bus. in leave i.-e picrine as 
'iei/loff,youuse*TVO,l. 



■ethei 



,i!l, 



you use TV2J5,!. To move :he display. .Lit 
keep the i/1 on, you would me *TV25..,0, 
which can be shortened to the familiar 
TV255. To restore the display to normal, 

i C .l/l,,iiatid.i<i-lii!":.v,,i,us[--TV(in.whi : a 
can be shortened ui i'usi 'TV. D<m\ forget 




; for sale: 

classifieds 



* A large variety ot 1 
I including LVli8-H 
: Inrer-Sheet, Wordwis 



.■!!■ ::■".!■. kn 



twof ahjril^iK^'^iilLw^:!-^ 
pin-bgi- that w. bridle Optical Charac 
Rcmrnraon: I need a scanner an,] software 
take 'b'i I torn :i page and convert it int.. ASCII 

I Drsoji:c-|iij]g similar, to save me from havi::t' 
to type it all in! Contact Mr Heath: 0242 
. S 15669 

i * A wide si-lection nf 1 CJCJ+- games on cassette 

and disc, from the eavlv'Ms nnwatik inilnd- 

rtuids. Rocket Raid, P 



Sphiru 



(Acornsnfi}, 



cr (Acs!'), B 

, (AiJis/aUi), ""Pole IVsitiul, (Atari), Twin 
KmjT.in.:, Valley (Xug-Rytei, Vie Ar Kung Fu 
(Imasne). Ghiiuls, Chess, Jet Power Jack, 

, Swoop (I'tof-ramPc ' ' ' 



m beginners' levc 
tuple pruinariKjli>nj:th, wavam: eve, 
id is explained III the rclen/ncc-C'lion 

INTER-BASE Guide £14.95 

INTFR-BASF. ROM £22.50 

■vj.'i^JUM.m.^.u-vi: — 



((Mo- 



V ROM's a/ra mailable) 



i:'M\-. nnthteg Hash, ling Siangan: liar works 
pcrtccdv, i'.lcui a- ■. I.Mckiij' m.-cliiric or work 
horse. £50.00. Contact Pat 0602 638165 

* BBC Tape software l:>i sn.e. prices lor Indi- 
vidual items, or itocd i^ttt-r ror a. I considered. 
Also a few ttV Sideways Ram cards left" 
Coittatl Chris: 25 Ale*^n<lra CU.sc, 
Hlopgan, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 +RS 



* \V;„, 



I: ADFS ROM, Sidew 



; ROM 



attachment for 



mall i 



* Wanted: Trac 

F.pson I.X8Q pnnter. Also inforr 

piece of software l-oin KOS.UOX enmlrd 

A.NSVVKJIBACK I have database modules 

ln.t not the :na::i prnjn-ain. Dovnu c.ivc acrjpi 

gel it" Consa<:1 Frao]c Lh C:trrw<KHr. 21 l!.ut 
Lane, Sowcrby. Thiisk, North Yonkshirc 
Y07 INQ 

FOR SALE \ 



This spate for your Beeb birs. I 
Price£100,000((m<») 



SUPPUERS & SUPPORT 



THE NOTICEBOARJ 



• Adventure Soli (T~K! T id.. h :: ., "-if.. 
S-.ut.-ii Oddfcld. Wm .Midlands. B74 4HG ■ 
021 552 084? 

■ BBC PD - 18 Carlum Cllfisf. Hkickrrid. 
Bolton, BI.6 SDL 

• Commotion -0*1 804 1J78 

• Rickitt Educational Software - 04/SO 571 52 

■ Headfirst PD -97 Chisel- Rnad.Si.u-.jiiijrt, 
PR9 7IIII 

• Pros Ltd - I'O Itui .119, Ligbtwater, Surrey 
<JUIRjl'W-(];7(-4??U46 

Suh-w:ii-i- B.opin-r ,"< M^nlin' <^n»s - 



!:'..:■■. In ■■':. 

\< lr [| 1 W.».lM< Jl : 



.-0M.' 



,Non 



EgEGEaiSlIEGHSa 



\:,„„,Jm„ 



!l 01' » 



BYTEBACK ISSUE FOUR - 

T;^ i'lurtll isillL :i' lllis []lil!?.17dfH- 

to all subscribers at the bej 

■ PKIVl'1'.USPTl-s brief ove 

• Another glance back with "Vin 

• part2oftheLVI l-IMiASK.r.! 



nrun>i;jririHtrbeJfalt 
Ron Marshal, 41 
Birth, Mansfield, 



'] l.L< TWlM'M'KGKOll' '. .'..■ -■;:,■ ,i; 
fm- the Etnnmi ,y„b ;,«„■ IIHC rrlevMa:': V^^ 1 ] 
Wans, -KlU)", 114 Great Kniphdos. 
Basildon IvwiKSl 5 MiO 
■EIGHl llll SOI 1 !VaR1 ..!,......■■..'.■„ 

til'ttlif: i.: i , ,,p'»„rf'"i ,"!,! !'!'> rj/r,'.",I»T iv'.J ,'i ill- 

batt/1 wtityi unt f»r enthiinazLT: I'hris 

Richards,..',, NHS. 17 Lambert Park Road, 

lledon,l!„lll]UI2K[[F 

■ BEEBLC - Iwllcnt magazine on m 12th \ 

year of puMi„m„„: 117 Hatfield Road St I 

AlbaiLS,ilcrtlurdsliircAL14JS- 11727 iWliOi 



The address to send any corre- 
spondence (always w. I.omt:) is: 
Paul Hmtv. ISvteBael.. ^ King 

enry"* Mews, Enfield Lock, 
Middlesex EN3 6JS. Thank you 

that I forgot to include i 



SUBSCRIPTIONS Hfl B S 

-—-- — ---—-————■—■""■—-—-■————•- fuFVM 

My aim istoprodm <■ .m issue id livtrliack .nnv a uioiitli. I. may not rK^VH 
always happen (due to the rest of mv lite jrciiini? in the »av), so we'll f^^St^t 
iustseewhathLippens.Thesuhscriptii.il «ill remain ai ill .00 a copy L»J»Jl»JB 
(includinj; postage), and yon ran subscribe ro as many or as few copies as you 
lik, , i|j i., I : c.,| ,]<■;. iii.oiiiiiiiiL. No need to r , r , ., , , any forms, just pop a cheq !t 
in the |n>sl {payable to P.H a rvcy please, mil Kyle liaiV), along with a note r 
plaining which copies yon rciuiin- and I'll make sore you (jet them in tippy-tr 



lift rnav |, c interested in another fift'emip from 
Mr Iveson, entitled 'Mortgage r S iiii«niii K '. ■['his 

cheque/P.O for £6.50. iv:m:h mriuiirs p.Vp. t«: ! 
F.iveson, 16 Roberts link. HazelniiTv, tlijth 
Wycombe, Bucks HP15 7 AD. Please specif the 

I i - . .■■■.in reumrf:. l.i|i'- nr (list . CH 



